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NEW PROJECTS 

12. Ms C.A. MARTIN to the Premier:    
I refer to the latest government economic forecasts which show business investment growing by 9.5 per cent in 
2002-2003.  Will the Premier inform the House of any other new projects commencing in the State? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

I am proud to be Premier of Western Australia at a time in which we are seeing our great State become even 
greater in its contribution to Australia, to new jobs, to new opportunities and to exports.  We are the State of the 
future.  We are looking ahead.  We are providing infrastructure.  We are putting the focus on education, training 
and science.  We are creating a new social framework within which all people who live in our society can 
participate on the basis of equality.   

Yesterday I was pleased to announce the new direct flight between Dubai and Perth, which will open up new 
markets for Western Australian producers.  I indicated that we had signed with Westbeam Pty Ltd for the 
laminated veneer lumber plant at Neerabup in the northern suburbs, which represents an $80 million investment 
in new technology in the new timber industry in Western Australia.  I referred as well to the $25 billion export 
contract with China to supply liquefied natural gas.   

Someone interjected and asked about Derby.  We have had some good news for Derby as well.  I thank the 
member for Kimberley for her question.  We will soon see the official opening of the Ellendale diamond mine.  
That is more good news for Western Australia.  This will have a significant impact on the people of Broome, 
Derby, Fitzroy Crossing and the broader Kimberley region.  Currently more than 70 people work at that mine, 
which should grow to 130 people during stage 2.  The Kimberley Diamond Company will generate more than 
$100 million in export earnings over the next three years.  I thank my Minister for State Development for the 
good work that he has put in over the past 12 months to see that all of the approvals processes are in place so 
there will be more jobs for Western Australia into the future.   

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  Is it impossible for the Leader of the Opposition to join with us and celebrate our great State?  
He seems to find it impossible to do that.  I will ask one of the Chamber attendants to get me the dictionary and I 
will pass it to the Leader of the Opposition.  Under “G” there is a word called grace.  He might look it up and 
learn something.  

I refer now to another important development that will be formally opened very soon, namely, the West Angeles 
iron ore mine, which is being driven by our trading partners in Asia, especially China, and which will fuel some 
70 per cent of the mine’s growth.  It will generate an expected additional 20 per cent increase in exports from 
Western Australia to about 190 million tonnes per annum by the year 2007.  This is a new development for 
Western Australia, which will be officially opened soon.  The $1 billion project has taken two years to develop 
and will play an important role in the Western Australian iron ore industry.  The work force reached 1 200 
during construction and now provides permanent employment for 330 workers.  I am pleased to say that the 
preliminary work for that project was done, of course, under the previous Government with the full bipartisan 
support in this Parliament of the Australian Labor Party.  The coalition Government required the Labor Party’s 
support for certain legislative changes to facilitate that project.  I contrast that approach we adopted in opposition 
with the approach of the current Leader of the Opposition.  Earlier today we heard an extraordinary speech from 
him opposing the hi-smelt development, which will be the harbinger for new developments in iron and steel 
technology all over the world.  Do members know why it is coming to Western Australia?  This Government 
facilitated that project in the Kwinana heavy industrial strip.  

We also heard the Leader of the Opposition continue to oppose developments on the Burrup Peninsula.  If that is 
the course he wants to set rather than do what we did in opposition, which was to give bipartisan support for the 
development of this State, he will be judged as a knocker, a negative person, and someone who wants to hold up 
development in this State.  I say congratulations to all the people who have been responsible for bringing about 
those developments.  We are a State of the future.  We are taking Western Australia forward.  We are not only 
dealing with our traditional resource projects but also putting heavy emphasis on education, training and 
scientific development.  We are underpinning that with equal opportunity in our community and with our social 
laws.  We are truly a Government of the twenty-first century. 
 


